
Housing as a Human Right, Not a 
Commodity 



WHAT IS THE HUMAN RIGHT 
TO HOUSING? 



Human Rights 

  Global movements:  
       universal vision, 

Share   shared values 



Human Rights 

  Universal Declaration on Human Rights:   
 People’s struggles 
 Global principles 
 Universality, equity, and participation 
  Includes economic and social rights 



The Human Right to Housing 

“Adequate” Housing + Core Values 



A U.S. Human Right to Housing 
Framework 

  Focused on providing housing 

  Responsive to need 
  Securing peace and dignity  
  Equitable utilization of resources 
  Public role and responsibility 
  Accountable, participatory, transparent 

Human rights principles for housing finance 



Why a Human Rights Framework? 

  Change the terms of the debate 
  Set principles and standards for accountability 
  Unite social movements 



STRUCTURAL ANALYSIS OF 
THE HOUSING “CRISIS” 



Where Are We Today? 



Where Are We Today? 

8 million households received a 
foreclosure filing since 2007. 

Recent projections are that 8-10 
million more will join them over 
the course of the next 5 years 
(that’s 1 in 5 outstanding 
mortgages).  

Foreclosures and Evictions 



Where Are We Today? 

50% of renters burdened by housing costs. 

At-Risk – Unaffordable Housing Costs 



Where Are We Today? 

  In 2005, 3.5 million households experienced 
homelessness each year.  

Chronic Homelessness 



Where Are We Today? 

  In 2005, 3.5 million households experienced 
homelessness each year.  

  2010 Census data showed that 18.6 million homes were vacant.  

Chronic Homelessness 

This is NOT for lack of housing! 



Where Are We Today? 

1 in 3 households are not adequately housed, at-risk 
of displacement.  



The crisis is not only predictable, it’s a consequence of 
the very structure of the housing and finance system.  

How Did We Get Here? 



Housing as a Commodity 



Income Inequality 



The Rise of Home Values 



Loss of Savings, Rising Debt 



Damaging Public Policies 

Cuts to needs-based housing assistance, 	


While subsidies for investors and homeowners in 
the speculative market have grown.	




Damaging Public Policies 



Consequences? 

  Insecure Tenure 
  Un-affordable & Unavailable Resources 
  Cycles of Gentrification and Disinvestment 



Collective Strategies & Solutions 

Possibilities for Doing Things 
Differently? 


